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For Immediate Release

APN2025: Building for People

Industry Thought Leaders Gather in Vancouver on March 27 & 28, 2025
to Share Expertise and Experience on Accessibility in the Built Environment

February 11, 2025, Traditional territory of the x¥ymaBkway 'am (Musqueam) First Nation /
Richmond, B.C. — The Rick Hansen Foundation is pleased to announce the 2025 Accessibility
Professional Network (APN) Conference APN2025 Building for People presented by Accessible
Employers and Vancouver International Airport (YVR), the premier event that brings together
industry leaders, innovators, and advocates to champion the importance of creating accessible
spaces for people of all ages and abilities. The conference will take place virtually and in-
person in Vancouver, B.C. on March 27 & 28, 2025 and promises to ignite a vital conversation
on the importance of improved accessibility in the built environment.

APN2025 will bring together leaders in all levels of government, individuals working in
Diversity, Equity and Inclusivity (DE&I), Accessibility Professional Network (APN) members,
and corporate leaders, among others, to collaborate on how to create an accessible built
environment for all. Featuring an exciting line up of national and international speakers, this
year’s theme Building for People will encourage attendees to explore accessibility holistically
from the perspective of the users at the centre - to think about how someone truly uses a site,
going beyond minimum requirements and current practices to create a truly inclusive world.

“Accessibility isn’t just about compliance—it’s about creating environments where everyone
can thrive,” said Matthew Shaw, Head Accessibility Practice at the Rick Hansen Foundation.
“Year after year we are in awe of business leaders who come together at this conference to lend
their voices to this important topic. Organizations that are embracing innovation and committing
to a higher standard to ensure that accessibility becomes the norm, not the exception.”

Why Accessibility Matters More Than Ever

With 1 in 4 Canadians living with a disability and an aging population, the demand for
accessible spaces is surging. Yet, accessibility isn’t just about accommodating those with
mobility challenges—it’s about fostering inclusivity for everyone, regardless of age or ability.
Recent trends in the built environment show a growing commitment to accessibility, driven
by policy advancements, public awareness, and innovative design solutions. The APN2025
Conference will serve as a platform to celebrate these advancements, share knowledge, and
inspire action.



Join the Movement

The APN and this conference were developed as part of the Rick Hansen Foundation’s
commitment to building a community of like-minded people, propelled by the belief that
it takes all of us to create a shift in design culture and embed accessibility and inclusion.
Registration is now open online and the full program and speaker lineup is also available.

A Dynamic Lineup of Speakers and Sessions

Emceed by Marco Pasqua, Co-Founder and Accessibility Consultant - Meaningful Access
Consulting, this year’s conference features an impressive roster of topics from a panel
discussion that includes people with varying lived experiences, to the latest standards
updates, leveraging systems thinking and designing for the mind.

Speakers, include:

e Marjorie Aunos, Psychologist, Researcher & Professional Speaker - PBEC Inc.

e Stephanie Cadieux, Chief Accessibility Officer - Office of the Chief Accessibility Officer,
Employment and Social Development Canada, Government of Canada

e Habib Chaudhury, Professor - Simon Fraser University

¢ Vinu Abraham Chetipurackal, Deaf Consultant - DeafConsulting.com

e Marnie Courage, Chief Executive Officer (CEO) - Incluzia

e Stephanie Davies, Property Manager - GWL Realty Advisors

e Mia de Freitas, Director, Accessibility Enablement - Royal Bank of Canada

e Maya Desai, Chair, Environmental Design, Faculty of Design / Senior Urban Designer and
Planner - OCAD University / Moriyama Teshima Architects

e Doramy Ehling, Chief Executive Officer (CEO) - Rick Hansen Foundation

e Camille Farrag, Senior Specialist, Housing Research - Canada Mortgage & Housing
Corporation

e Maureen Haan, President & CEO - Canadian Council on Rehabilitation and Work
e Kristen Habermehl, Primary - Atlantic Accessibility Consulting

e Joshua Klyber, Principle of Accessibility and Universal Design - Jensen Hughes
e Yat Li, Associate Director - Accessible Employers

e Ana Madariaga, Senior Manager of Workplace Global Design Guidelines -
Royal Bank of Canada


https://rhf.my.site.com/AccessibilityProfessionalNetwork/s/lt-event?id=a32N3000000yM45IAE#/About

Pina Mallozzi, Senior Vice President, Design - Waterfront Toronto
Jonathan Marriott, Director of Partnerships - AccessNow

Brad McCannell, VP, Access & Inclusion - Rick Hansen Foundation
Colin McCarthy, President - Canadian Accessibility Professionals
Tammy Morris, Accessibility & Neuroinclusion Leader - EY Canada
Kevin Nordmeyer, Principal - BNIM Architects

Ingrid Palmer, Principal IDEAL Advocate, Professional Speaker - Realize
Kimberly Pellett, Senior Manager - Diversity, Equity & Inclusion - Scotiabank
Nabeel Ramiji, Chief Executive Officer (CEO) - Pedesting

Claudia Salgado, Honorary Research Fellow - University of Stirling

Mike Shoreman, Principal and CEO - Mike Shoreman Communications
Gregory Spencer, Director of Research - Canadian Urban Institute
James Stauch, Complex Systems Strategist - ATCO SpacelLab

Nancy Stern, Architect - Vancouver International Airport (YVR)

Christopher T. Sutton, Chief Executive Officer (CEO) -
Wavefront Centre for Communication Accessibility

Elizabeth Tang, Specialist, Outreach - Canda Mortage and Housing Corporation
Adam Taylor, Manager, Facilities - First West Credit Union

Mikiko Terashima, Associate Professor - PEACH Research Unit, Dalhousie University
Daniel Van Sant, Director of Disability Policy - The Harkin Institute

Paul Walsh, Chairperson, Board of Directors - Accessibility Standards Canada

Dino Zuppa, Chief Executive Officer (CEO) - Accessibility Standards Canada



#APN2025 DETAILS:

Who  Accessibility Professional Network Conference

When Date: March 27 and 28, 2025
Time: 9:00 am — 5:00 pm PT/12:00 pm —8:00 pm ET

Where Join virtually or in-person at the Vancouver Convention Centre,

999 Canada Place, Vancouver, B.C.

How  Purchase your in-person or virtual tickets here.

Prices are $500 CAD for In-Person at the 2-day conference and $300 CAD
for a Virtual Ticket.

Why  Attend APN2025: Building for People

Learn about key insights, best practices, and the latest advancements in
accessibility from an exciting lineup of national and international experts

e Connect with, learn from, and be inspired by other passionate individuals
and professionals dedicated to advancing accessibility

¢ Network and collaborate with accessibility professionals, community
partners, corporate leaders and government agencies

e Participate in meaningful discussions with experts from the accessibility
field who collectively provide leading-edge professional development
through their learning sessions

e Learn about the latest success stories and challenges around
accessibility in the built environment

e Enhance your skills and career

e Earn all eight required annual Continuing Education Units (CEUs)
through attendance at APN2025 (applicable only for Rick Hansen
Foundation Accessibility Certification Professionals Rick Hansen
Foundation Accessibility Certification (RHFAC) Professionals will earn
all eight required annual Continuing Education Units (CEUs) through
attendance at APN2025.


https://rhf.my.site.com/AccessibilityProfessionalNetwork/s/lt-event?id=a32N3000000yM45IAE#/Tickets

APN2025: Building for People is funded in part by the Government of British Columbia and
the Government of Canada’s Sectoral Workforce Solutions Program. The conference is also
made possible thanks to the generous support of:

e Presenting Partners: Accessible Employers and Vancouver International Airport (YVR);
e QGold Partners: EY Canada and Realize; and

e Silver Partners: Accessibility Institute, Carleton University; Advanced Listening;
Cadillac Fairview; Colliers; Kwantlen Polytechnic University; Royal Bank of Canada;
Scotiabank; Toyota Canada.

About the Accessibility Professional Network

The Accessibility Professional Network is a membership network brought to you by the

Rick Hansen Foundation to bring together accessibility professionals including RHFAC
Professionals, accessibility consultants, experts in the built environment, students passionate
about access and anyone interested in creating a Canada that’s accessible for all and barrier
free. Become a member today at www.RickHansen.com/APN to access exclusive resources
and benefits to help build skills, knowledge, and connections, and stay up to date in the field
of accessibility.

About the Rick Hansen Foundation

The Rick Hansen Foundation (RHF) was established in 1988, following the completion of Rick
Hansen’s Man In Motion World Tour. For over 35 years, RHF has worked to raise awareness,
change attitudes, and remove barriers for people with disabilities. Visit www.RickHansen.com
to learn more.

RHF Media Contact:

Cynnamon Schreinert, Hartley PR
Cynnamon@hartleypr.com

(604) 802-2733

Accessibility Professional Network Team Contact:
Email apn@rickhansen.com or call (778) 296-1515 (9 am to 5 pm PT, Monday to Friday)

To unsubscribe from the HartleyPR media list, click here.
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